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veueL Of course this whole discussion proceeds on the
assumption that the rebels are to bo regarded aa belllger

oia,which ia the character Already accorded to them by
Oreat Rritain. irtboyarenot regarded aa belligerents,
then the proceeding of Captain Wilkes ut indubitably
illegal and void. To a political offender, however deep
hie guilt.though burtbeued with the undying execrations
ol all honest men, and benduig beneath the conscious
nesa of the ruin which ho has brought upon his country
.the asylum of a foreign jurisdiction is sacred, whether
on shore or on sea. and >t is among the proudest boasts
of Kugland, at least in recent days, that the exiles of defeateddemocracies as well as of delected dynasties, have
fouud a sure protect.on beneath her meteor nag. Aud
yet Uns Power hu not always accorded to other tla^s
what she claimed for her own. One of the objectionsdiplomatically presented by Gr at Britain at the
beginning of the present century to any renunciationof the prtension of impressment on board
American vessels, was "that facility would be
given, particularly in the British Channel by tbu
Humanity claimed by American vessels, to the escape of
traitors, (Stale Papers, vol.3, p. 86.) thus assuming
thai traitors.the companions of Robert Emmett, in Ireland,or the companions of Home Toolt. in Knglaud.
ought to be arrested on board a neutral ship; but that
the arrest could be accomplished only through the pretensionof impressment. But this flagrant instance cannotbe a precedent Cor the United Stales, which has alwaysmaintained the right of asylum as firmly as it has
rejected ibo pretension of impressment. If 1 am correct In
this review then the conclusion is inevitable. Tbe seizure
of the rebel emissaries on board a neutral ship cannot be
justified according to our best American precedents and
practice. There seems to be no ainglo point where
tiie seizure is not questionable, uule«s we choose
to invoke British precedents and practice, which
beyond doubt led Capluin Wilkes into the mistakewhich be committed. In tbe solitude of bis
eh:p he consulted familiar authorities at hand, and felt
that in following Vnttel and Sir William Scott, as quoted
and gfilrmed by eminent writeri, reinforced by the Inveteratepraci ice of the British navy, he could not err. He
was mistaken. There w as a better example: It was the
constant, uniform, unhesitating practice of his own countv on the ocean, refusing to consider despatches as contrabandof war.refusing to consider persons, other than
s. idlers or uilicers, as contraband of war; and protesting
always against an adjudication of personal rights by the
summary judgment < a quarter deck. Hid th se
well attested precedents been in his mind, the gallant
Captain world not. even for a mom'-nt, havo been soduc
ed (rum hie allegiance to those principles which constitute
a part of our country s glory. Mr. President, let tho
rebels go. Two wiciced men. ungrateful to their country,
are let leose with the brand of Cain upon their foreheads.
Prison doors are opened but principles are established
which will help to free other men, and to open the gates
o the sea. Never before in her active history has Great
Britain ranged herself on this side. Such an event is an
epoch. Xovus taJorum nascilur urdo. To the liberties
of the 8"a this Power ie now committed. To a certain
extent this cause is now under her tutelary care. If the
immunity of passengers, not in the military or naval serviceuwallnBui ardors, are not dircCLlv reci vnired

they are at least implied; white the \vho:o pretension of
impressment, so long the pest of neutral commerce, and
operating only through the lawless adjudication of a quar.
ter deck, is made absolutely impossible. Thus is the
freedom of the seas enlarged, not only bv limiting the
number of persons who are exposed to the penalties of
war, but by driving from it the most offensive pretension
that ever stalked upon its waves. To such conclus on
Great Britain is irrevocably pledged. Nor treaty
nor bond was needed. It is sufficient that
her late appeal can be vln divated only by
a renunciation of early, long continued tyranny.
Let her bear the rebels back. The consideration is ample;
foe the sea became free as this penitent Power crossed it,
steering westward with the sun, on an errand of liberation.In this surrender, if such It maybe called, our

government does not even " stoop to conquer." It simplylifts itself to the height of its own original principles.
The early efforts of ita best negotiators.the patriot trials
of its soldiers in an unequal war.have at length prevailed,and Great Britain, usually so haughty. Invites us to
practice upon those principles which she lias so strenuouslyopposed. There are victories of force. Here is a
viotory of truth. If Great Britain has gained the custody
of two rebels, the United States have secured the triumph
of their principles. If this result be in conformity with
our cherished principles, it will be gupertiuous to add
other considerations of policy and yet I venture to
suggest that estranged sympathies abroad may be
secured again bv an open adhesion to these principles.which already have the support of the continentalgovernments of Europe, smarting for years underBritish pretensions on the sea. The powerful organs
of public opinion on the Continent ore also with us. H.
Hautofeuille, whose work on the law of nations is the
m'senal of arguments for neutrals, has entered into this
debate with a direct proposition for the release of these
emissaries as a testimony to ths true interpretation of
international law; and a journal, which of itself is an authority.tho Revue da Deux Monde*.-hopes that the
United Slates will let the rebels go, simply because "it
would be a triumph of the rights of neutrals to apply
them for the advantage of a nation which has ever opposedand violated them." But this triumph is not
enough. The sea god will in future use bis trident less ;
but the same principles which led to the present renunciationof early pretensions naturally conduct to
yet further emancipation of the sea. The work
of maritime civilization is not finished. And here
the tan nations, eouullv endowed bv commerce.

and matching each other, whiie they surpass all other
nations, In peaceful ships. may gloriously unite in setting
up new pillars, which shall mark new triumphs, renderingthe ocean a highway of peace instead of a Held of
blood. The Congress of Paris, in 1W6, where were assembledthe plenipotentiaries of Great Britain. France,
Austria. Prussia, Russia. Sardinia and Turkey, has alrea
dy led the way. Adopting the early policy of the I'niP d
States,1 often proposed to foreign nations, this Congress
has authenticated two important changes in restraint of
belligerent rights; first, that the neutral flagshallprotect
enemy 's goods, except contraband of war, and secondly,
that neutral goods, except contraband of war, are not
liable to capture under an enemy's (lag This is much.
Another proposition, that privateering should bo abolish
ed, was defective in two reelects; first, because it left
satlons fme to employ private ships under a public commsslouas ships of th>- navy, and. therefore, was nugatory;and, secondly, because If not nugatory,
it was too obviously iq the special Interest of Great Britain,which, through her commanding navy, would thus
be left at will to rule the sea. No change can be practicablewhich is not eq<al in its advantages to all nations;
for the equality of nations is not merely a dry dogma of
international law. but a vital national sentiment common
to all nations. This cannot be forgotten, and every propositionmust be brought sincere.y to this equitable test.
But there is a a ay in which privateering can bo cflfcet.vely
abolished without any shock to the equality of na'.ons.
A simple proportion, that private property shall enjoy the
same Immunity on th? ocean which It now enjoys on

land, will at once abolish privateering, and relieve tho
commerce of the ocean trorn its greatest perils, so that,
like commerce on land, It shall be undisturbed except
by illegal robbery and theft. Such a propositionwill operate equally for the advantage of
all nations. On this account, and in the policy
of peace, which our government has always
cultivated, it has been already presented to foreign gov
erniueuta by the I'm ted States. You have not forgotten
the important |>aper in which Mr Marcy did this service,
or the recent eff.rts of Mr. Seward in the same direction.
In order to complete the elDcacy of this proposition, and
Mill further to b ini'li belligerent pretensions, contrabandof war should he abolished, so that all shipe may
fr> My navigate the ocean without being exposed to any
question as to the character of persons or things on
board. The right ef search which, on the occurrence of
war. becomes an omnipresent tyranny, subjecting every
neutral ship to tbe arbitrary invasion of every belligerentcruiser, would then disappear. It would drop, as

the chains drop from an emancipated sieve, or rather it
would only axial as en occasional agent, under solemn
tr-aties, m the war wsgea 07 civilization against tnc
lave tra4e; and then H would be proudly recognized

a* aa honorable surrender to the beat interests
of humanity, glorifying the flag which Bade it.
With the eooiuminatioa of these reform* in marttiroelaw, not forgetting bk> kudos under in
tern attonal law, war would be deepolled of it* most vera
tlous prerogative*, while Innocent neutrals would bu
exempt from IM torments The statutes of the sea, thus
refined and elevated, will be the agent* of peace Instead
of theagenteof war Shin* and cargoes will pa** unchallengedfrom ehore to shore, sad those terrible bc'llCentrights, under which the commerce of the world

so long Ruffe'sd, will cease from troubling. In this
work onr country began early. It had hardly proclaimed
Its own independence before It sought to secure a similar
independence for the *ee. It lied hardly made a consti
tution for ita own government before It sought to establisha con -111' 11 icwj similar In spirit for the government of
tbeaea. If it did n' t prevail at ooce, it was bee 1 use it
could not overcome the unyielding opposition of Great
Rrila.n And now the time is < oine whsu this champion
of belllgervnt right* "ha* hecgrd hit hand and changed
bis pride. WsU ftnio to this new slhance Meanwhile,

'amid dll present excitements, amid all present trlaJs.lt
only remains lor us to uphold the constant policy of the
republic, and to stand fast on the ancient ways.

tub laon nan wan are* urn mix.

After Mr Sumuer bed finished, Mr. Haut moved to
take up the bill providing for twenty iron c ad gunboats,
the question being on the amendment to substitute the
President for ttis Secretary of the N'avy.

Mr. Hats spoke in favor of the amendment, and nsked
the Senators If they approved the course of the Secretary
of the Navy The Secretary of the Navy is, no doubt,
aa honest man, but he made 11 mistake lie said lis
(Mr. Hale) always ssetnsd unfortunate in attempts of
this kind If he attacked a small man then it was too
amall a business, and then if he want up to the head of a

department be wae loo htgb. and must not fiaralyze ibe
p'tblic confidence. If the Senate pass the amendment lie
will mark the admonition that such tilings will not go
untouched through the Ssnste Wesre spending » inil
lion end s heir s day, not to put down the rebellion, but
to keep along Just about where we are.
Mr litxow, (rep.) of I'a., thought it strange If wo cast

censure on a men against whom there is no charge, and
who wwa an honest man. He could show, instead of the
money being lost, this proceeding had saved the govern-
ti.n t i great .rn Milt or money. tie tuougni It wna not
a proper nvd- to reprimand an officer wlio waa admit tad
to ha h'maai *od pare in Intention, and it waa groea injuatlcato the Secretary of tna Wary

Mr. (rap > of Ohio, apoke In famr of the
amendment. He »ai.| tiia facta oonld not be denied that
Mr. Morgan, the brother in law of the Secretary of the
Mary. bad recetred nearly $100,000. and such action
could not be defended H» raid that tblnga of thla kind
did more to a(f«ct the credit of tb« government than anythingelne, and tba fenate cannot overlook aoeh thinga.
rhoold we entruat thla officer with tho diiburaetnent of a

large amount of money whan he had ahueed hie truat *

Mr Pooum*. (rep.) of Wle , aaid thia war in Tact a
wota to ceo*tire, and It l« not for the Senate tu pun coodemnatloaon ez parU testimony taken by a commit
tee of the other Houee. The action of the se
cretary of the Narr I* either a miatake or

crime If an hrrneet miatake, it *bo.M
I ' rlf not be oenanrnd; If n crime, then them ahould be *om«

, . ; 1. thing more then n mera linking oat of the name Had
" i.W any of the Moral Committee made any commun ed on

1
with the Secretary uf the Navy, and had he been asked
any explanation?

Mr. Si-BHitAN naiil that communication had been had
with the committee of the other House, and on* of the
Navy Committee, a Senator, called on the President and
it was underct. od that tho facta were admitted.

Mr. Hooirma eaid he would go for making war on the
thieves of the Treasury, but he was not prepared ones

rarte evidence to vole censure on tho Secretary of the
Navy. We had more things to contend with than seci-ssion,and one was the eternal croaking and complain
Ing on the part of pretended li tends of the government,
sumotim. s without reason.
Mr. Wilkinson, (rep.) of Min said it was a question

whether the Secretary of the Navy was to be entrusted
with s large amount of mouey. lie was unwilling to do
It after what had passed. He did not believe Secretary
Welles an honest man, or in this emergency of the
country he w.uld not have permuted the Treasury to bo
robbed for the purpose of enriching family connections.
He cared not who the man was or what [>osltiou he occupied.He would lift up his hand against corruption and
wrong, now and hereafter, though he bad no hope that he
should succeed and that it would be a vote condemning
this roboery in high places; but that bad nothing to do
with his duty. Ho had a simple vole to record and the
word condemnation to utter.
Mr. Doouttls. (rep.) of Wis., said he was informed

that the Secretai y uf the Navy employed Mr. Morgan, in

the first place, to break off fraudulent contracts and preventimposition, and be understood that his employment
saves $400,txX). It was not with the consent of the Secretaryof (he Navy that any money was taken from the
Treasury. It was understood that these facts were in the
rei ort of the committee of the other House.
Mr Hals asked if the (Secretary of the Navy did not

want the money to go out of the Treasury? Why, when
he was informed of the matter,did he not stop it insteud
of letting it go on?
Mr. Hoouttls said he had advised the Naval Committee

to call on the Secretary of the Navy for an explanation.
Mr. Hals said when he wanted advice he would call

for it.
Mr. Wilson, by consent, introduced a resolution that

the Secretary of the Nuvy be requested to inform the
Senate tho facts in regard to the employment of (ieorgo
It. Morgan to purchase vessels, and the amount of compensationpaid him, which was agreed to.
Adjourned.

House of Rcpreseatatives.
Washixqtox, Jan. 9,1802.

payment or IXTKUST ox ci-aims.

Mr. Tkxtox, (rep.) of N. Y., introduced a bill providing
for the payment of tho interest in certain cases on claims

against the government.
rrxisuxsxT or frauds.

Mr. WAJUturitxK, (rep.) of 111., introduced a bill to puni.Kr A.
"« B---. .

AKSXNAL AT SFKINGFIKI D, ILL.

Mr. Rjcharo.-or, (opp.) of ni., introduced a bill to establishan arsenal at Springtleld, Illinois.
The above bills were all appropriately referred.

abolition or tub franking raiVILKCB.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the bill
abolishing the franking privilege.
Mr. Colfax, (rep.) of Ind., in explanation, said that a

bill for this purpose has on several occasions passed tbo
Senate, but had never before received favorable action
by the Poet Office Committee of the House. It was now re

ported unanimously, with one exception, by the commit"
lee. rhis measure would still keep open communication
betweeu representatives and their constituents, and save

Billions of dollars to the government annually, which is
tn item of importance in times like these, when an addilionaltax has been put on tea, coffee and sugar. In the
:ourse of his remarks he contended that thosse who re:eivospeeches and documents should pay the small
tmouni of postage required. In England even the Queen
bas to pay her own postage,and no man has there suggestedthat the franking privilege be restored. If it should
be abolished in this country it will nevor bo restored, and
the people would wonder that it had existed so long. The
Hommitteo on the Post Office hud intended to introduce
Hlier reforms, among them to collect {tostagc on the tons
of printed matter which are now carried by the express
companies. All that he asked was that the hill should
have a fair vote.
Mr. Ui'xix, trep.) of X. Y., produced a tabular statementto show that with the year ending with 1861 the

sxcess of expenditures over wie receipts was sz isv.ouu,
and progressively increasing. It rose in 1S69 to $8,000,U00.Hu argued that it wm their duty to make every
effort to economize in the public expenditures. Accordingto ti e theory on which the Post Office Iiepartm-nt
was established, it should be pelf sustaining. It hail
been adhered to for sixty years, and wo should
now be allowed to return to the principle which prevailedin the earlier days of the republic. Under the
law as it now stands, at least 20,000 persons, including
postmasters whose salaries do nut exceed $200, receive
and tiau-mit letters and packages free ef postage In
no way reiatlvo to public business. He opposed the
ending bill, for the reason that while it abolished

franking In one part it restored it in another, and
claimed for the substitute he had prepared at least
equality and justice, as it placed the members of Congress,the President and Vice President, and all others in«
authority, who hare beretotore exercised the privilege on
the same ba.-is, excepting however, the principal office s
of the Post Office Department and deputy postmasters,
whose privilege shall bo confined to official business.

Mr. Valls.vi t.ii/.m, (onpj of Ohio, reminded the gentlemanof the feci that during the Thirtv-sixth Congress a

special committee was appointed on tho subject of the
abolition of tlio franking privilege, at the head of which
was Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts. After consuming
much time in the investigation of the result of its lnlairs,
he found it simply a digest of the postal laws and a

pruning of them of their crudities and absurdities. This
was the day of small reforms, and, as the measure now

pending was eminently one of the very smallest, it
would doubtless meet with favor. He read from, the reportof the special committee, of which ho was a member,tho views therein exprcsiel against the abolitionof the franking privilege, maintaining, among
other things, that there should bo the freest
communication between Congressmen and their constitu
ents, repudiating*th'- principle that the Post O.T.ce Departmentshould be self-sustaining. and showing that the
Increased expenses were owing mainly to the increase of
mail facilities.

Messrs. Edwards, Roscoe Conkltag and Pomeroy con
tinuod th" debate The !a«t named oflbred a resolution
to rccotnm.t the bill to the Post Office Committee, with
nstructions to report a new bill, embracing the to! .owing
principles:.
First.Abolishing the transmission of all written and

printed matter tree 01 per ag- excepting mat oroerea to
be printed by Uonpress'. end
Secondly.-uch mnttor shall be ntamped "Public DociimcnU,"and on boing franked shall pass through the mails

frro.
Messrs. Weioirr, (Union) of Pa., and Kkug,;«, (rep.)

of III., opposed the bill.
Mr Colfax replied to the objections urged againtl the

pending measure.
Mr. Hi'max. (rep.) of Pa., raid the abolition of the

franking privilege wax a favorite with the secessionists.
If reforms were desired let gentlemen direct their atti-n
tion to the millions of dollar* squandered for chip*,
horaea and provender, to the theft, in general, of which,
every member ha* anme knowledge, more or lea*.

Mr. Wright moved to lay the whole snhject on the table,
which waa decided m the negative.ill, against 78, aa
follows:.
Y*as.Aldrieh, Allen, Bailey of Pa., Baxter, Riddle, Blair

of M" Cobb, Conway, Co-per, Cos. Crlstield, Dlren, Dun)»p.Edwards, English. Uoocb, Goodwin, Oiirley, Haie,
Hanchelt, Hickman. Hooper. Johnson. Kellogg of Illinois,
Knapp, Law. Li rear, Leary, Love joy, Maliory, Marsieo,
Maynard, Menrlee Morris, Nugen, Olln. Pendleton. Robinson.Rollins of S. H.. Rollins of Mo Sherman, Steele of S.
J.. Va"anil>(heie. Vandever, Wadsworth. Wallace, W*»bbome.White of Ind.. Whl'e of Ohio, Woodruff, and Wright.
War*.Alley, ancona, Arnold, Ashley. Babbitt, Bailey of

Max.. Baker. Reaman. Bingham, Blair of Va.. Bla.f of
l'eiin.. Blake. Browne of K I Hulllngton, Calvert. Campbell,Chamberlln, Col'at, F A Conkilng, Craven*. Deris,
Havre*. Duel!, Dunn. Eliot, Fentnn, Fe«*rnd*n, French'*,
Frank, Granger, Urder, ilamaon, Holroan, HorVn,
lltl'cMns, Julian, Kelley, Laming Jg>onii> M Ke.in,
MrKnlrhi. M'-I'h-raon, May. Mitchell. Morrill of Vt, Mixon,
bi ble, odell, Patton. Pike, Pometov, Porter, Rice of Main- ,

Kiddle, Sarrant, Sedgwick, Sliarka, Sloin. Steele of N V.
Tnomaa of Ma*«.. Tbnmaa of Md., Train. Trimble, Trow
bridge. I'pton, Van Horn, Van Volk- nbtirgh, Van Wvck.
Verree, lllbbard, Wallon of Maine, Walton of Vermont,
Webster, Wlcklllfe, Wllaon, Windiw, Wort-eater.
Adjourned.
Til* Indiana Democratic Convention.

InDUH.troMH. Jan. #, 1882.
The Democratic Convention convened here yesterday

morning and was pretty largely attended, every county
in the State being represented but eight.
Th ma* A. Hendricks, of Marion county, was appointed

President. Hi* remar ks on biking the chair, were severe

ngainst the republican party and the policy of tlx* present
administration.
A teat vote waa token on a proposition to make a platformand an adjournment without nominating candi.

dates, w hich was lost by a v >te of 72 t > 421
After a recess a platform ad-l resol .tiona were reported

and pussed, under the o(ieration of the previous question.
The resolutions set forth that the restoration to power

of the democracy can alone preserve the Union, and en-
flora* the prior*pie* heretofore put forth by the National
Convention of thr party. They declare that the present
civil war has mainly resulted from the slavery ngitalion,ai'd th« consequent organisation of a geographical
part* in the North, producing its counterpart in tbo
-«outh of secession, disunion and armed rssi'tancs to
the govormmui. condemning the course of the re
publican* in the last Cngree* for the rejection of
all i>eare propositif ns, that peace and harmony
a Id now ralgn ail the party In power shown
the same desire to settle mir internal disputes that It recentlyeshibited to avoid a war with Kngland, that the
republicans hare fully drru<n*tiated their inability to
conduct the government through the present difficulties;
denouncing all violations f>f the const Put Ion and usurpationsof power regarding the habeas corpus and the im
pnsonmeiit of cilifen* of loyal state* as migrant viola
tton* of the constitution thai the *»t*ure of Mason and
flltdotl Is either legal <* Illegal; If the former, neither nationhas been humiliated by their surrender under threat:
If the latter, they should hare been delivered up before'
their Imprisonment. The resolutions compliment the
merit and conduct ef the Indiana troops on evary battle
field where victory has perched on the national benner,
and send gro ting* to every democrat fur ibetr future
achievements in coming contest*

Pending the motion tr. nominate candidates, the Con
ven'mr adjourned till this morning.
The (invention met again this morning and made the

fol'owlng nominations .
Sf rrtnry of Sta t.James U. Athon.
Sta'e Trnunrt.Matthew I.. Brent.
Auditor of Sit1'.Joseph Restive.
Alternry Omrrnl.O B. Hord.
Nh; trintendtni of I'Mic Initrwditm. Milton B. flop,

kins.
After which the Convention adjourned tim dir.
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NEWS FROM THE STATE CAPITAL.
The Treasury Comtroversy.Prei«ntatton
to the Late Secretary of State.Kumore
About the Committees.The Contest for
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Broadway Concert Saloons.Col. BellExchangeof Prisoners.Relief of Ireland.TheNegro in Congress, &c.

Aliusy, Jail. 9, 1802.
The Treasury controversy la still unsettled. Dorsheimer

and bis officials have p >ose.-sion of the books and the
Treasurer's office, while the new Treasurer occupies ^
deck in the Comptroller's office, and is conducting tbe
busiuess the best that he can uuder the circumstances.
The Comptroller will not recngniso any of Dorsbeuner'fl
drafts, but countersigns those of Mr. Lewis. Mr. Dor.
aheimer, at an early stage of the difficulty, notified th«
banks having the funds of the State on deposit not to

recognise or pay the orders of Mr. Lewis; but the
bank officers finding that tbe Comptroller only recognized
the new official, they paid no attention to tbe notice of
Mr. llorsheimer, and pay all drafts presented, drawn by
Mr. Lewis, countersigned by the Comptroller. Tbe
course that tbis ailair his taken has led to a general
suspicion in political circles here that there is some

screw loose, or something wrong in the Treasurer's Departmentwhich Dorsheimer is anxious to hare covered
up before he evacuates; at any rate it will be the duly
of Mr. Lewis, when he takes possession of the books, if
he ever does, to give tliem a thorough overhauling. Mr.
Dorsheimer pretends that be lias taken tbis course
to protect his bondsmen, apparently not realizing
the fact that the very course that he is pursuing is the
one that will affect his securities more than any other.
Should any judgment be obtained against the State for
damages growing out of the interruption of business, his
bondsmen will be the persons that will have to stand it.
Summary proceedings were instituted against Mr.

Porsheim r this afternoon to compel him to deliver the
papers and books of the State Treasurer to Mr. Lewis.
The case was argued before Judge Peckham to-night,

JohnH. Reynold's appearing for Mr. Lewis. H. Hand and
Lyman Tremaine for Mr. Dorsheimer. Judge Peckham
reserves his decision.

Tiie deputies and clerks under the late Secretary of
State, D. R. Floyd Jones, have presented him with a mag
nifieent silver pitcher,appropriately engraved, as a mark
of esteem for him. It was forwarded to Mr. Jones, at his
residence, at South Oyster Hay, Long Island, yesterday.
There are numerous rumors on foot in regard to tne arrangementof tho committees by the Speaker of the Assembly.One rumor, coming from what is considered by

many *a reliable source, places A. G. Rice, of Cattaraugus,
in tbe position of Chairman of the Committee on Ways
and Means. According to all usage and courtesy in the
legislature, that position belongs to Mr. Hulburd, of St.
Lawrence, the strongest competitor of Mr. Raymond in the
caucus for Speaker; but I notice that his friends do not
feel sanguine of bis appointment to that position. The
names of Bush and Mcleod, of New York, and Alvord, of
Syracuse, are among those that Madam Rumor has placed
at the head of the Committee on Cilios and Villages.
Whether either one of those, or some ono else, is placed
there, no one at present can tell, for the simple reason
that the Sneaker has not decided it himself.
Tbe contest for Superintendent of Public Instruction is

already assuming definite shape. Tbe names that are

being canvassed are Kmerson W. Keys, the present Deputy; Victor M. Rice, of Buffalo, and John F. Stoddard, of
New York. As far as I can see, Mr. Keyes has the inside
track; but nothing definite has yet transpired to exhibit
the nositive strength of eit her candidate. New men mav

enter the Held and change the whole aspect of tho case.
Mr. Keyes, however,has the advantage of being urged by
the School Commissioners In almost every county of the
State.
The Senate was In session only about on hour this

morning, and went through with the regular routine of
business.the presentation of petitions, giving notice
of and the introduction of bills- Among those introducedwas ine Metropolitan Cab bill of the last session,
also the hale Hay bill, both introduced by Senator Bradley.
Senator Robertson introduced a bill to regulate tho

concert saloons of New York, and immediately afterwardsthe presentment of these saloons by the Grand
Jury of New York was read.
Senator Willard Introduced a resolution declaring it to

be the duty of all governments to do all within their
power to relievo the sufferings of thoso who have been
taken prisoners while lighting tho battles of their country,
and railing upon the President to exchange as many prisonersas possible.
About the same routine was gone through with In the

Assembly. A large number of petitions wore presented
on all manner of subjects. Some thirty or forty hills
were noticed, many of them relating to the city of New
York, such as the regulation of the concert saloons, repeal
of the Sunday laws, oxtending certain streets, repealing
the law appointing inspectors of elections, and sundry
others of similar nature. Mr. Kenny introduced a bill
Appropriating the sum of one hundred thousand dolla.s
out of the State Treasury for tho relief of the suffering
people of Ireland.
A resolution was offered by Mr. Poyle (democrat)declaring that whilst tho people were ready

to support the administration in putting down
tho rebellion, yet they could not sanction,
to the neglect of questions of vital importance, the presentagitation by United States Senators on the subject of
emancipating and arming the slaves. The resolution,
giving rise to debate, was laid over.
The balance of the morning session was spent in decidingthe question whether the lady riiectators should

occupy the North or the South gallery. A resolution was
adopted adj mining from Friday to Monday evening to
give the Speaker an opportunity to make out his list of
committees.

Roval Phelps appeared in his seat for the first time
this evening.
Tim Ttnnr I of Regents of tha Universitv held their an-

una) meeting to-day.
Hon. John V. L. I'ruyn was elected Clumcellor in the

place of Garret Y. I.an*itig, deceased.

NEW YORK LEGISLATURE.

Senate.
Albaxt, Jan. 9.H«2.

A petition was presented that tho Stat.- assume its
share of tho national tax.

Among tho bills noticed was one by Mr. Rradi.it to In"
corporate tho New York Cab Company, and one to regit
late the sale of baled bay in New York city.

bills limtoDrciP.

By Mr. TtOBixsox.A bill to regulate the concort saloons
in the city of New York, as follows:.
Section 1. It shall not bo lawful to exhibit to the publicin any building, garden, grounds, cor cert rooms or

other room or piaeo within the city of N,-w York, any
interlude, tragedy, comedy, opera, ballet, play, farce,
negm minstrelsy, negro or other (lancing, or any other
entertainment ot' tho stage, or any part or parts therein,
or any equestrian circus or dramatic perform/in e, or any
performance of jugglers, acrobats or rope dancing until
a license for such exhibition shall have been first had
and o'»talned pursuant to an act entitled "An act to ereatea fund in aid of the Society for the Relief of Jnrenile
Delinquents in the city of New York, and for other purposes,"passed February 1.1829.

Sec. 2. No iiceuse shall be granted for the exhibition of
any act or performance mentioned In the first section of
this act. when there Is sold any wine, beer or strong or

spirituous liquors to the audience when such exhibition
or performances are given as mentioned in said Itrst sec
tien of this act; or when they omploy or permit or assent
to the employment of any female to wait ou or attend or
furnish refreshments to the audience wh-n there Is any
exhibition or performance given as mentioned In the first
section of this act.

Sec. 3. Any i>erson violating any of tho provisions of
this act shall bo deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction shall bo punched by imprisonment in
the penitentiary for a term not leas than six months nor
more than one year, or by a fine of not less thnn
nor more than LVjo, or both such fine and imprisonment.
So 4. It shall be the duty of every constable, policemanor other officer, whenever required by any person,

to arrest and convey any p -rami or persons violating any
provision of this act forthwith before the Recorder,or
any of the police justices of said city and county of New
York, there io be dealt with as the h» dlreets.

Sec.#. Any act or parts of acts confining with the
provisions of this act are horehy r<q*-a!ed.

See. 6. Tins act shall take effect immediately.
Ry Mr. TarnAit.A bill for the extension of the Che-

nango Canal.
By M Tomtr.To authorize incorporated banks to pur'

chsse and hold United State* storks.
Mr. Semi introduced a Health bill Tor New York,

Kings an 1 Rirbniond, which was the same that was

passed by tlio Assembly last year.
By Mr. SxiTft.To authorize the Supervisors of Kings

county to provide a in* for the support of the families of
volunteers.
Mr Atmurr introduced a bill to provide for the payment

of the interest of the canal awards.
sx' nanus or nusosaas or wan.

By Mr WiLLAsn.Concurrent resolutions requesting the
President to provide for an exchange of prisoners of war,
as follows:.
Whereas, The present rebellion his been attended hy

the captivity of many of our gallant officers and soldiers,while engaged in defending our institutions;
and whereas, the government, fr< m motives of
public policy, have hitherto abstained from exorcisingthe practice of exchange of prisoners,
which usually prevails among nations engaged in public
wars; and, whereas, the principles of humanity require
all Christian nations to mil,gate, as far as practicable,
the evils Incident to a state of hostility, whether original,
ing in Insurrection or war between separate nations;
therefore,

Resolved, if the Assembly concur, That, should tho
President of the I'nlted States flud It consistent with the
public Interests to Inaugurate a general system of mutual
exchange of prisoners with tho persons in rebellion under
the neme of the Confederate .stales, it would meet with
the approbation of this I egislature and the people of this
Mate, and we earnestly hope that the President, with his
known sympathy for those that have been captured while
imperilling their 11 vee in tho ansa of their country. and
Ms kind regard for their families and friends, will direct
his earliest attention to the subject, and we confidently
trust that he will hud the claims of humanity not inconaiflent with the dictates of justice and humanity.

ordered, That his Excellency the flovernor be request
ed m transmit to his Excellency the iTesident a copy of
the for(going preamble and resolution

axswn-issT or rim msciueo* t,aw.
Mr f's'-TS.of Albany, Introduced a bill t> amend the

Insure ce law. by providing that no foreign company
bah do business in this Slate, unless p «s'-sed rf the
amount of actual capital required o'gnthtr romp rules, and
they shall appoint aa attorney to iaside in the State to

IDAT, JANUARY 10, 1862
accept process of law, aud shall flic with the department
a copy of their charter aud annual reitorla of the actual
b .smew autl condition of their company.

11 >oui«w.
Cialeb 8. Babcock, of Westchester, has bean appointed

Assistant Sergeant at Arms in the Senate

Assembly.
Albany, Jan. 9, 1862.

bills nottcbu.

By Mr. MrMullbn.To provide support for the families
of volunteers by a State tax.

By Mr. Smith.To amend the law relative to the appointmentof inspectors of election and district canvassersin New Yors.
To amend the Sunday laws.
By Mr. McCabx.To regulate the sale of fruit in New

York.
Mr. Cobt gave notice of a bill to abolish the office of

ward constable in New York city.
bills intkoul'cbd.

By Mr. Kiwnsy.To appropriate $100,000 for the relief
of suffering Ireland, and to make the Governor, Comp
troller and Secretary of State a commission to expend the
fund.
By Mr. McLsod.To extend the streets between Fourteenthaud Thirty-first streets. Now York.
Mr. Mcleod's bill extends the streets between the centreof West Fourteenth street and the southerly lino of

West Thirty-first street, to the bulkhead line,confirms ail
neaiite harui nl'/ifo riohtflillu utnl lanflliu mil/IA h* flhn nil V
giant* iioivwi...i ivb-iij
of Ian ;8 under water between the points named,and extendingto the westerly line of the Thirteenth avenue or
the e.vierior bulkhead line, and extending thorn to the
«aid bull-head lino, and releases the title of the State in
the land now or loi merly under water within such hunts,
to the city.
A report of the State Military Board was presented.
Mr. Dotu, of Albany, otlered the following resolution:.

Resolved, That while the State of New York la in favor of
sustaining the administration in a vigorous prosecution of
the war. and ha* furnished more than Her «hure of men and
money for that purpose, she is alto opposed to seeing I'nlled
Stall's Senators and representatives in Congress wasting
precious time in advocating the abolition of slavery, the
emancipation of the slaves, or any other unconstitutional
measure.
A d< zen members rose to debate the resolution; but it

was laid over.
Mr. Royal Phelps appeared and took the oath of office.
The following appointments were announced:.
Assistant Postmaster.James W. Miller,of Columbia.
Doorkeepers.S. Righlmeyer, of Tioga: Dr. Shaver, of

Delaware: Ceo. H. Meyers, of Rensselaer; Henry James,
of Livingston,ami W. B. Young, of Orange.
Janitor.H. A. Rogers,of Broome.
Mr. 1'ikk k ottered a roso'ution of inquiry into the expendllues of the State printing, &c. Laid over. The

resoluiiou was as follows:.
Reso ved, That tho Comptroller be requested to oxplaln

to t' is H use the discrepancy between the actual cost of
the legislative printing for the past year, as referred to
in his annual report,and the aggregate cost thereof as

provided for in the contract.
Also, as to the nature, extent and virtue of the services

rendered in tho publication of the ofllci il canvass, the
cost thereof, and any suggestions that may occur to him
in the premises.

Also, as to the expanse of printing, binding and circulatingthe report of the Insurance Department, made to
tie House at its last session, and whether the same was

doirayed by said department, or paid out of the common
Treasury: and if the latter, whether the expense was embracedunder the contraot for legislative printing.

Mr. Bxxra announced the death of Mr. Vanderzee, of
Alb .uy, v. uh the complimentary resolutions, when the
House'immediately adjourned.

Oar Baltimore Correspondence.
Baltimobk, Jan. 8, 1802.

Attitude of the Government Towards the Southern Privateers.Theyare to be Regarded, as Prisoners of TFor,
and Exchanged.Explanation of General Jackson's RecentMovements near Hancock and Marlinsburg.Determination<f the Rebe'Government to Prevent the Rtcm
strvction tf the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.Important
News Directfrom Galveston, Texas.The Town of Metamoras,on the Hit Grande, in the Occupancy of the English.
An English Plot to Smuggle Cotton Out of Mexican Ports
through Texas, dtc.
I am assured, by a gentleman holding no official positionwhat* ver, but whose relations with a member of the

Cabinet give great weight to tho statement, thnt there Is
ground for the belief that in a short time the government
will dellne its position in regard to the Southern pri"
valuers. It is well known tbat one member of the Calii
net desired the government Rome time ago to take the
p isitiou tbat the Southern privatoera were pirates, and

I. w uld be tieatod as pirates, I. e., would be bung. But
it may not be so well known, although It Is none the less
true, that the government has never given its sanction to
this position and the consequences it involves, 'the sub.
,,eut was discussed at the last Cabinet meeting,and
it is understood that the majority of the membT8 no in favor of making no distinction between
the two classes of prisoners captured during the present
rebellion, whether taken on the sea or on the land; and of
treating them ooth as prisoners of war. Thero is an evidentdisposition on the part of the government to conduct
tho war as vigorously as possible, yet on as humane prtn'
c'ples as is cons st nit with the great object in view.tho
restoration of ih L'ni n. At the Cabinet meeting alluded

01 e of the n> hers is understood to have remarked
in s-'b tan < "We are striving to restore the Uul >n and
t | res.-rve li.e constitution. We all trust to s<o the
Union unco moie restored; hut in order towsucceed in
a nievinc thl« great result, we m ist leave no festering
wound behind, to rankle aud corrode for generations to
come. NoBichwoi.ua has yol been indicted oner her
sole; but (he hanging of pisouers will inflict such a
wound." This remark, and the arguments and illustratone by wlneh it was accompanied, Is Slid to have produceda powerful e:Tect on the minds of tho other mem-,
bers. The President bimself is i.nde.stood to be 111 favor
of placing the privateers in the same category as other
t rlsoaers of war. And it may be that the peculiar conU11ionof our foreign relations will ca~.se the speedy enunciationof such a policy. At a 1 events, 1 will venture to
gov that not one of the privateers will be hung.
The movements during t he last ten days of the Confederatetroops near Martit sti irg. Willlarasport and Hancock.have been precisely what tny letters for two months

past have saicfthey would be. The Confederates have no
designs whateveroi^the Maryland side of the Potomnc.
Their object is simply to prevont the reconstruction of
that part of the Baltimore and Ohio Itailroad between
Harper's Perry and Hancock. They have succeeded so
tar in their design, and they will succeed until the whole
force of (lenera's Banks and Stone is sent sgniust them.
If tho suggestions made in the Hcrald two months ago,
that the troops of Cenernls Banks and Stone be sent to
reinforce Cenornl Kelly, had been acted en, the road by
this time would have been built and in running order.
Kver slnee that time those troops have been kept in uselessidleness at Poolesviileand Frederick city; the men
chafing at the restraint. and knowing full weli how much
good they m ght uccomplisn. tup r' nleuorates aro now
In sirh along force m the neighborhood of Marllasburg
that It la doubtful whether thoy can be driven thence,
except after a hard fought battle. General Beaurega-u
Iwa promised te aend to General Jackson all the troop* he
may need In order to enable him to maintain bin petition;
nnd. nec'-rdIn* to the beat account*, he la able to make
gfcml hit promise.
A gentleman trom Galveston, Taxis, pasted through

thi- city to-day on his way to Washington. Ho stated
that it waa a notorious fact to Galveston that great quantitiesof cotton had been aenl through Texan, during the
whole fall aad up to thin time, to Mexico; that the most
n! It went to Brownsville, on the Rio Graude, and was
thence taken acr a* tl»e river to Metemora* ibat much
of It was cotton raised In Texaa, but that run' of It came
trom Alabama, Miasisaippi and I/ntlsiana; that during ti e
months of October and November a large number of Englishmencame to Metamora*. and It ia believed at Galvestonthat since the occupation of Vera Crux by the Span I
ards. an English naval and military force has taken a t al
possession of Metunora* w. h the knowledge an t con

sent, of course, of tb" Spanish govornment. If these
fact* should prove to be true they will afford ample cause
for the dismissal or Carl 8hurz and Thoa. Corwin, bcth of
whom have shown utler incomiieleucy for their respectivepositions. If we had had, at the seats of the Spanish
and Mexican governments, ministers who understood the
duties of their position, our own government would have
been apprised of these transactions In time to have preventedpart of them at least If the facta alleged art* true,
England and Francs can get all the cotton they want
through Mexican ports

The Troubles In Newtoandland.
Sr. .Toilas, .V. .Ian. 9,1802.

The partiea at Carbontieau aro sept down by the military.'I ho town I* In a state of siege. Business ia
suspended. There and at Harbor Grace bo'h partiea are

largely reinforced. Hostilities will recommence the
moment the troops are withdrawn. A magistrate was
cliot I'D Tuesday, but not dangerously. Tbc whole trouble
grew out of a quarrel between tbr Catholics anil Protestants./

I*aura Ksrsb's Thwatrs ."Our Ainerlran Cousin" >v
revived at this house last night with unqitalifled success

Mr. I.evlck sustained the chancier of Lord Dundreary a.
well as any one but an Englishman could he expected to,
and, although a slight uncertainty In drawl and gait was
noticeable, Ibis, to an audience not over critical, co.iid
hardly bo considered a drawback to the otherwise excellentacting of the part. Mr. John T. Raymond, as Asa
Trenchard, carried out the idoa of the live Yankee with
rough, ingenuous, unsophisticated vigor and nicety of

touch, wbion elicited marked approbation, while the actingof Mr. Marlowe, as Edward Trenchard, was not leu
admirable. Mr. J. H. Stoddart, as Abel Murcot, was

excellent, and his tout tnvmblr could not bavs been more
appropriate. The piece was enthusiastically received by
a crowded and much amused auditory.

Niblo's Oarosr .Shakspere's tragedy of "Hamlet,*'
which was produced at this theatre on Wednesday lut to
a crowded and fashionable house, will be repealed this
oreniug. Mr. Jarrett's dramatic combinations have So
fsr been very successful.

nsoostrv Acaukkv or Music..Mr. William M. Fleming
commences s short season of dramatic performances st
this establishment on Monday next. Ha has secured the
services of Mrs John Wood and a number of other well
known and popular performers. Mr. Dyett has accepted
the position of siege manager.

I

NEWS FROM FORTRESS MONROE.
FoKnun* Mokbos, Jan. 8,1882.

Big Bethel is again occupied by the enemy, « I learnedfrom contrabauds.
The steamer Connecticut, from New York, arrived this

afternoon, and ia to aail this evening for Port Royal.
Judge Marvin, of the Admiralty Court at Key West,

goes out a* a passenger in her.
The French steamer Catiuut arrived in the Roads from

New York this afternoon.
(

The rebel batteries at Craney Island have been practisingall day.
The steamboat Phoenix has sailed for Port Royal, with

the mails. Her small size and light draught will make her
useful.
The Rancocas has sailed for Hatteras.
No papers have been received from the South to-day.

OUR FORTRESS MONROE CORRESPONDENCE.
Foktkiss Monros, Jan. 7,1862.

Lull tn Military Operation*.The New York Herald the Me
dium of t/btaiiKng New* from All Fart* of the Universe.
CoUl Wea>her on the 6!h and Oth init..Suffering in Consequenceby the Troop*.How do the Rebel Sentries Stand
the Frostf.Attempted Dctcrtion qf Three Men.Ajrprthen.
lion of One of Them.Activity of Provost Marshal Davis
and Assistant Devvll. and Harbor Master MiUward.
Notice to the Public »'» Regard to LeUertfor Soldiers, and
How to Address Them, <tc., c£c,
Since tbe arrival of the released Union prisoners on

Friday night last, there has been a perfect lull in everythingappertaining to the operations of this department.
The gallant darh into Bethel by the detachment of the
Eleventh Pennsylvania cavalry, in command of Lieutenant
Colonul S. P. Spear, accompanied by Majors Baron Vege
sack and E. B. Carting, of General Wool's staff, under directionof Acting Brigadier General Max Weber, even did
not supersedo the joyous excitement caused by the arrivalof our poor, ill-treated prisoners from the flltby
dungeon of the heartless rebels. The usual monotony of
camp life is again upon us, especially between Sunday
and Tuesday, and inasmuch as in that lapse of time no

newspapers are received here.
The arrival of tbe New York Herald this morning wag

hailed with great delight, Inasmuch as that is depended
upon for the latest intelligence. The extracts from the "secesh"journals appearing in yesterday's Herald were read
with great interest, inasmuch as the reprint of those papers
is tho only news received here from rebcldom. Whatever
newspupers are received here are immediately forwarded
East, and in a great many cases are never openod, especiallywhen the Hag of truce, by which we are placed in
possession of Norfolk, Richmond and other Southern
journals, arrives here late at night.
tunday, the 6th inst., was the coldest day we have

had at Old l'oint since its apportionment as the Departmentof Virginia. On Monday a thick coat of ice
coverod the ground; but towards noon tho rays
of the sun melted the frost, turning the
immense amount of dust previously covering the road
into a vast heap of liquid mud. The sentinels and pickets
sutterel intensely; but wnat must have been the agony
of the rebel sentries and pickets, who are not as well
provided with clothing as impervious to attacks from
Jack Frost as our troops, may be better imagined
than Described.
Ou .Sunday night, at about eight o'clock, Captain Millward,Harbor Master, was informed that three men belongingto the Fourth artillery had deserted and were

somewhere about the harbor. Strict search wi s made hy
the harbor crew among the spare boats lying about the
wharves, and tho sentrieB posted on the water fronts instructednot to allow a boat to leave the docks under any
consider ation. It was also found that a canoe had been
stolen, and it appeared clear to the minds of all that by
this means the would-be deserters had managed to escape.
Provost Marshal Davis and Captain Millward embarked

on board of tho steumtug Adriatic and scours 1 the harbor,while other bouts, manned by the harbor crew, one
of Iheui in charge of Assistant Harbor Master Jus. Randall,went in ditlerent directions. The Adriatic steamed
about, visiting the different picket boats; and of all of
mesu (lie g mourn nasi ue, t upturn names, wan iuu most

wide awake tn h illing her while parsing. 1 do uot wish
to imp g:i the vigilance of the United Stales gunboats
doing picket duty hi the Roads; but a little more watchfulnesson their part would do no harm. However, in
commenting on the picket boats, 1 am digressing from my
story of the attempted desertion of the three artillerists.
The Provost Marshal, Harbor Master and harbor crew

scoured the bay, and ufter several hours' search wore
compelled 10 return unsuccessful. In the meantime a
soldier belonging to the artillery had been apprehended
on the beach, and while prowling about umong the
boats, and as soon as he found the guard was
alter him, he posted to his quarters in "double
quick lime." Provost Marshal Davis sent bis
Assistant, Andrew J. Devull, to tiie quarters
11 the s spocted man, and he was Just in the act of going
to bed when t'r. revolt arrived. He was instantly placed
under a- r st an 1 com not in the guardhouse. SubsequentI, liowe.er, Uie man was recognized by one of the harbor
ciow a- one of to e prowling among tho boats. The man's
tu nic is D. W. Drui o, and he has served in the Fourth
artillery tor some time. What his intentious were to go
over io tho enemy we are unable to deflne; but the guilt
is cert mi t > e lined upon him, in which event he will
seller the pe altie.- lived by the Army Regulations and
Articles o. War. Tho other two men, supposi d to have
l eeu in his commuiy. did not get off, us tiie boat was

shortly arte found,and tlief muster rolls of tho various
regiments do not h >w any one absent without cause.

i urn r. quested by P< similiter Aianson Crane, of this
di pa-iment, to draw the attention of tho public, and
those having fri nds here to whom letters are sent, to
b 1 g a little moro < areful in addressing their missives. A
vast number i f letters come daily, uddrcssed to soldiers,
without d .'Ig niting either the regiment or company,or
tome imes merely m nti. mng.the regiment, but omitting
the State wiienc the d rpe comes, l or the benefit of thos
inter, ted, 1 give the iollowing form, which, if followed, will insuro the ear.y receipt of letters sent to our
troops:.

Mr. ,
Co. .., regiment,

Slate Volunteer*.
Fortress Monroe, Vs.

The business wf the Post Oltlcc <n this pilot Is so extensivethat Mr. Crane Is compelled to remove to some

larger locality, which will be in a few days, into a caps
clous house air-'uly here from Baltimore, it having been
manufactured lor the Adams Kxpress Company, after
the ins oier ol' the flrst building* iu California. As soon
as tins edifice Is located 1 shall give a full detail thereof.

NEWS FROM THE UPPERJPOTOMAC.
Frederick, Md., Jan. 9,1802.

All Is reported quiet everywhere along our lines. The
weather is plcueant. Nothing of tho leaat interest is

transpiring.
Frederick, Jan. 9,1862.

Afliiira are unchanged along the lines. Stages leave
here on the arrival of cars daily for Hancock.
The latest Intelligence from Martinsburg is to the effect

that there are only one hundred and ifty militia there,
and no disp sltiou is expressed to light.

OUR POINT OP ROCKS CORRESPONDENCE.
Pourr or Rocks, Md., Jan. 8, 1802.

The Federal Trotrpi on the Qui Vice.The Enemy in Fbree at
Katemtin Mountain*.The 1'otomac Froien Over.Lively
Time* Erjiecteel by Our Tronpt.Matter* at Hancock.Th'
Fbree (/ the Rebel* on the Vfper I'oUmae.Oetpondency
Arti'mg the Rebel SMiery.Xegro Refugee*, rfe.
For the last fsw days the troupe here have been constant*

ly on tho qui five for an encounter with the rebels. Tbe
enemy is known to huve a cur.stderabla force behind the
Kntoctin Mountains, opposite the Point, and it is not certainhow soon they may make a demonstration. Contrary
Ui the general axpectation , the river is frozen over by the

steady frosts of the last four nights. Men can now walk
with perfect safety to and from the Islands In the river,
which our troops hate picketed; and as these islands are

about midway across the Potomac, tho presumption is
natural that tho ice between them and tbs Virginia shore
is also strong enough to support the passage of infantry
To-day is very cold. and it is probable that tbe ice will
be so thick to-night as to afford s perfectly secure highwaybetween Maryland and Virginia. F.ven as It Is thers
is every reason to believe that we will have visits from
scouting partiea of the enemy over the river to this side*
and that the compliments will be politely returned. In
ikl. Ik... _,11 |. f In.,.. II,a trnnna

her*; for thojr paut for their prey and aro "pager for the
fray." There are about four lorhes of enow on the ground,
and the road* are *o allppery a* to retxlar travelling exceedinglydifficult nod dangarous. Several accident* have
already befallen mounted men In cnn*equence, but
nothing of any serious nature haa yot happened iu this
way.
The new* from Hanoock and up the river aectn* to be

the prolude to the opening of the winter ratnpalgri, and
It would not be a great matter of lurprlee if the present
enow which cover* the ground would uot diaappea- till It
In conalderably tinged with rati. The Interest In the
newefromup the river haa been very lnten*c at ihia
point mnee the rumor of the advance of Jackson to the
railroad near Hancock waa drat announced. The audacity
of hie summon* to General Lander haa been the *uh|ect
of much rldi ule. and the manner In which he was foiled
In the accomplishment of anything (prion*, after having
made to formidable a demonstration. Is a eourceof congratulation.No doubt now exist* that hie lore* was at
loaet 16,000 men, with from Bfteen to twenty piece* of
cann< n of various calibre. All the leading facts of the
movement made by the rebels in the vicinity of Iluncook
have, however, been already communicated to vou by
telegraph. Some military men believe that the object of
the rebels waa to maintain the sprit du corps of their
army by making tome show of active operations,
as th'-ru Is a good deal of d**|N>ndancy among
the rchel troops, which oven the d«*p.diem of Jeft.
Ituvie find* it im|io*aihla wholly to concanl.
Other* belt've that their most probable design
was to weaken our forces down the river by distracting
tie ir all. n' ion, arid thereby delay the winter campaign,
which they well know Is goon to sweep likyn avalanche
against their "escred soil." A few hellers their whole

Intention to have beon the destruction of the railroad"
and ilie breaking up or our communications, tvgother
with inconveniencing ua by cutting off our supply of coal
from Cumberland. It is most likely that they had consideredall these chances and schemes mors or less, and
that in the aggregate they Induced them to writhe thuir
rattleanake army.
The refugees who constantly arrive here tell some

doleful tales of the suffering caused to the enemy by the
frost and snow. As there is nothing beyond the fact
that they do suffer intensely from cold, so that there arn
from six to twelve funerals a day at Luesburg, out of
6,000 men, I will add nothing further on this Bubject.
The negroes sometimes, in their efforts to escape from

slavery, wade through the icy river to the islands in it,
and, crossing these to the margin of the wutor near the
Maryland shore, wave white handkerchiefs Incessantly
till they are brought within our lines. As they generally
manage to run Old gauntlet of the rebel pickets at night,
they sometimes rema n many hours on the islandsbefor»
they are noticed, and suffer Intensely from cold, hunger
and terror. Hope alone sustains them. These are picluresof affkirs on the Pop mac at the present time.

IMPORTANT FROM MISSOURI
THE GREAT EXPEDITION TO NEW ORLEANS

VIA NASHVILLE.
St. Louis, Jan. 0,1882.

A special despatch from Cairo to the .Democrat says that

25,000 troops are now on their way there from different

points, and as soon as they arrive, a column from 00,000
to 76,000 strong will inarch from thence to Paducah under
Gen. Grant. The destination of this force is said to be

Nashville, whence, if a junction can be made with Gen.
Buell's command, the entire army will proceed to New
Orleans. This movement will undoubtedly occur within,
the next six days. ,

IMPORTANT ORDER RESPECTING NEWSPAPERS.
St. Lotus, Jan. 9,1882.

The Provost Marshal General lias issued an order requiringall publishers of newspapers In the State of Missouri,St. Louis city papers excepted, to furnish him a

copy of each issue for inspection, and failure with
which order will render the paper liable to suppression.
Great excitement occurred in tho Chamber of Commerce

this aftornoon, on tho occasion of the election of officers,,
which resulted in the disruption of the Chamber by the
withdrawal of the Union members, who subsequently establisheda Union Chamber of Commerce, which will be
immediately carried out. The trouble occurred in consequenceof the secession members refusing by their votes

to admit a number of Union applicants for membership.

GENERAL BURNSIDE'S EXPEDITION.
DEPARTURE OF THE EXPEDITIONARY

CORPS FROM ANNAPOLIS.
Annapolis, Md., Jan. 0,1862.

About half of General Burnsido's expedition hud sailed
for Hampton Roods at nine o'clock this morning. At
three o'clock the others had stoom up, ready to depurt.

The Rebel Lou la the Huntersvllle Figlit».
Cincinnati, Jan. 0,1862.

The number of rebels killed at the Huutcrsville light,
was iucorrectodly telegraphed. It should be eight
killed instead of eighty.

MILITARY MOVEMENTS \H THE CITY.
SECOND REGIMENT, NEW YORK STATE

MILITIA.
Lieutenant Worrall, of this regiment, will send out a

squad of recruits on Saturday (to morrow) to tho regi.
room, now at I'oolesville, Md. Those who wish to join
this regiment must apply at once. Recruits will bo fully
uniformed before leaving the city. Headquarters on Kast
Seventh street, near Third avenue.

SEVENTY-NINTH HIGHLANDERS.
The promotion of Lieutenant Colonel Addison Farnswortb,lateof the Thirty-eighth, to the command of this

rogiment meets the approbation of all those who know
the worth and services of this gallant officer. Kor the
information of those who intend to join the regiment immediatelywe would state that Colonel F., accompanied
by a number of recruits and several old members, will
sail in the Baltic on Saturday for Port Royal, 8. C. All
arc ordered to rojiort at the head \carters, Mercer House.

Despatches for Europe.
Halifax, Jan. 0,1862.

The Cunard steamship Persia will leave here curly on

Friday morning, and will call at Cupe Race for despatches
on Saturday afternoon. They can bo sent through lbsagencyof George Uoker, 146 Broadway, N. Y.

Seizure of the Brig A. B. Cook.
Boston, Jan. 0,1862.

The brig A. B. Cook, Cantain Perkins, uuw at Holmes'
Hole, is id charge of the United States authorities on the
allegation of supplying c ul to the privateer S.imtor in
the Harbor of St. Thomas. The brig sailed from Klizabethport,New Jersey.

bmciy in inc ni iiash n

Himfu, Jan. 9. 1862.
The steamship Parana, which has been falsely re|«irtod

lost, was at Sydney to-day. slm will be here to-morrow*.
The sto unship CI upaira arrived hero to-day from Kuglaud,w ith IroopB on board. Shu brings no later dates.

More Troops for Canada.
ka>tk>rt, Me , Jan. 9,1862.

A large steam transport passed hero at half-iaut three
this aficrnoou, bound to S. Johns, with troops.

Sterling Exchange In Toronto.
Toronto, Jan. «, 1862.

Starling exchange here was redtu-ed to day to ill.3J£
per cent lower than the New Yoi It rate.

The Great Western Railroad.
Hamilton, C. W . Jan. 9, 1862.

At an adjourned mooting of tb (>reat Western Railroad
shareholders, held here to-day, lire old Hoard of Directors
were all re-oleced by a large majority.a most signal defeatof the opposition.

Arrival of the Crew of the Bark laaaii
Killan at Halifax.

Halifax Jan. 9,1862
The steamer Merlin, from Bermuda, has arrived, and

brings the crew of the hark Samuel Killan, from New
York for England, which was lost.

Supreme Court.General Term.
TBI special act against pickpockets.decision

op the recorder affirmed.

Hon. Judges Ingrnh ini, Sutherlaniland Barnard presiding.
Jan. 8-.Ike PenpUtr. Sarah \V,!liamt.This defendant,

a young female thief, was tried in the Sessions for the

offence created by special statute, of larceny from the

person in picking the pocket of a lady in a Broadway
stage. The prisoner was convicted end sentencod to tho
State prison. The Ileeoroer neiiiea a roouon tor a mw

trial. and the caao came ti> thia court fitr review od appealby the prisoner's counsel, Henry I,. CliQton.
Ingraham, Justice.Kvon once ting tba art to bo a localact, tbe section under which the defendant was convictedIs not unconstilutiotril. The title of thoartts,

' An act in tclatii n to the Police Courts in the city of Now
York.'' This section (thirty throe; aulhorlr.es the punishmentof offenders of a particular class in tbe city of NewYork.It applies solely to the powers of the courts In
this city, and Is Included under the words and In tbe title.
It enlarges the powers of the court in this city, and dnea
not apply to any other court, nor does It give any other
authority which can be exorcised by any otbar courts
than those in tho c<ly of Now York. The decision of Hm
General Term ol the Third district applied to a section
which extended throughout the State in its operation.
The objection, that this section Is in conflict with the
general provisions of law deliulog petit larceny, is also
unavailing. It la not intended to repeal that statute, but
this section creates a new punishment, different from
thai to be h dieted In cases of petit larceny where the
property la laken from the porson. 80 far »s it reipnrea
modification it is muddled by tb.s statute. I do not th.nk
an act which applies to alt the people of the ftale, althoughit may ho limited to a |mrtion of the State in its

oporation, is a private or local act. It is a public actr
applicable to all the ncople of this State, ami not will,in
the provisions of that article of the constitution. As the
Ueneral Term of the third district have expressed another
opinion, I ret.ain from examining the uusstion further,
because 1 do not consider 11 material to the decision of
the cse, for the reason before staled. The Judgment
must be affirmed

Movements of Ocean Steamers.
FROM KIKOFK.

genn. Lmt* Dai*. Fbr
John lied Glasgow lieu It.. .New York.
Canada Liverpool Dec JJ......Boston
Hanimoais Southampton Deo 38. ..New Yorx
Haxnnia boolliainptuu Jan I.. .New York
North American Llverpiad Jan 3... .Portland
Atrlra. Liverpool Jan . ..New for*
Bavaria UotiUiainpton Jan 1#.. .New York

POR RDROPI.
EtnaNew York Jan II... Liverpool

Norwegian Portland Jan II.., Liverpool
n.irn ..is New York Jan 11... Hamburg

I AklH New York Jan l.v ..Liverpool
Bohemian Cortland ..Jan IN ... Livernonl
Bremen New York Ian IS Bremen
llamuionta. New Vnra Jen IS London
Jnlin Boll New York Jan 21.... Qlancon
Canada Hoaton Jan 23... Llvorpnor
Ha xon la. ...... New York Jan 2A.. Lonil'ja

MISCRLLANROtS.

Facts worth knowinh-tiiat ok. tobiah- ve
notion Liniment cure* tno'ontoneonalv Chronic Rheii,

matlom. Ilea. ache. Toothache, Croup, 8tm Throa-<, Colic,
and palna of all kind*. The abtn e I* a candl,1 etatenmnt tp

»hat Toblaa' Venetian I/lnltn. nl will do, and any per*nn
tor putvhaalns a bottle, and nndine no relief therefrom*

oo III hive their tn.ney returned by the agent. be id by at

drtipKlala.

Massacre of prironers
AT THE OLD TOBACCO

WAREHOUSE IN ItlCIIMoNU, VA.
For particular* *ee

NATIONAL roLICB UAZBTTB.


